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Old Testament  Genesis 1:1–2:4a 

Psalm   Psalm 8 

New Testament  2 Corinthians 13:11–13 

Gospel   Matthew 28:16–201 

In the beginning is an auspicious start to our reading today. We 

know where we are and the direction we will be heading. 

Unlike many stories and movies today that start at the end or 

tell part of the story and then go back to the beginning, we are 

told directly we are at the beginning. 

That beginning defines the world we live in. It tells us why the 

world looks like it does. God, we are told, makes the heavens 

and the earth and all that lives in it – on, under and in the seas. 

We are also told how God declared that the humans created 

were to be stewards of the land and creatures – we were given 

the task to care for all created things, big and small. We could 

well have perhaps sung all things bright and beautiful this 

morning – I don’t think I’d be popular if we did although the 

song proclaims the beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 

Note this isn’t the creation story we often think of when we are 

asked to recall the story of creation. When we are called to do 

so, it is often that God formed Adam and then Eve, not as we 

heard today both. 

Genesis 1:27 tells us this: “So God created humankind in his 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 

he created them.” 

                                                           
1
 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 
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It is here that we are constantly told that all God made was 

good. And that is something that we must hold onto as we take 

into consideration the other readings from this morning. 

After we are told that God created and declared it good and 

that humans were given over to care for the creation of God, 

we hear from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians what we 

are to do toward one another just as God has done for us. 

We hear: “Put things in order, …, agree with one another, live 

in peace;” 

The result of doing this?  “…the God of love and peace will be 

with you.” 

Paul is making it clear to the Corinthians that whatever 

disagreements they have with one another, it does not give 

glory to God nor does it honour our call to be good stewards of 

the earth – of all that God declared good. 

Jesus directive to go and make disciples has become a core 

calling of the church over the years and this passage is often 

the keystone to mission within and without the church. 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” 

Jesus says. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.”  

These words confirm again the beginning of our story of 

humanity. It is a call to care for and look after all lives 

regardless of colour, race, creed or religion. All belong to God 

and so we are entrusted to care for and draw close to God 

those who have ‘fallen’ away. It is a mission to go and make 
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disciples. Not to be like us, but to worship God; a very clear 

distinction. God calls us through the life and work of Jesus who 

never made it about himself but about God. That is what 

making disciples is all about.  

Just as God had helpers as we heard, we are not left along in 

these endeavours. Jesus came to help guide us at a time in 

history when we got lost. A helper or advocate was sent upon 

the church to declare the love and witness of God through the 

life of Jesus and to be there when we needed strength to get 

through the tough times. This helper isn’t just in spirit, it drives 

us to stand with those who are facing tough times. 

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Jesus parting words remind us of all that God has done for us. 

We are to teach that which we have learned about God and of 

what we experience of God in our everyday. 

Our world is experiencing a great deal of hurt at the moment. 

We just get out of one major and find ourselves facing another 

major moment. It makes our hearts and minds and spirits cry 

out to God to save us. 

But you know what? I believe God has already given us the 

tools to do that, we just haven’t always got the right tool for the 

job and either we have had to go and find it, or we have to 

sharpen the right one in our hand. We are never alone, God 

does not leave us despite what our human hearts and minds 

often think when things get tough. 

The heart of faith is to know God is with us, even until the end 

of the age. When is that age ending? Not for us to know as 

Jesus pointed out to those who sought an answer. It is given 

only to the Father, Jesus proclaims.  
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We go through mini-ages, think about that, we have seen 

many stages of change in our lifetimes, and no doubt we will 

see still more, but fear not we are told, for these things are to 

pass. They are foreordained but the end is not yet. 

So pray for everybody gathered here today as we come to 

prayers, and bring ourselves to God – out fears, our hopes, our 

dreams, our doubts, our joys and sorrows – but most of all 

bring yourself and allow God to enter into the very being of our 

bodies that hold the very breath of God. Bring the temple of 

God to God for purifying. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your mind 

and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. And 

a second is like this, love your neighbour as yourself. 

God has declared us, God’s own creation good, what right do 

we have to disabuse that notion with one another. Lift up one 

another and give thanks that we are made lovingly in the 

image of God.  

 

In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth and all 

that dwells within it and called it good. 


