
  Sunday Zoomice 3rd May 2020 

Theme: Living in Abundance 

WELCOME - Jason 

 Muting, Breakout rooms 

Call to worship – Thompson Fam 

L: We gather here, listening for the voice of the giver and the guardian of our lives. 

ALL: God comes to us as a good shepherd, calling us by name. 

L: We gather here, longing to follow in just paths of life. 

ALL: God comes to us as a good shepherd, leading us in right ways. 

L: We gather here to follow and praise God, 

ALL: whose good and steadfast love abounds all of our lives.  

OPENING PRAYER – Thompson fam 

L: God, who calls us and leads us, 

We long to know your voice through thick and thin. 

We long to rest in your care for all of our needs. 

We hold out our hands as a sign of our desire to hear you and follow you. 

And we connect with our neighbours, grateful that through them we also encounter you. 

Amen 

Song: Ising – Build your kingdom here (Rend Collective) 

Story: Leah’s story 

V1: Many stories in the Bible do not tell us some of the character’s names. While we can’t know their names, it can 

be fun when retelling their stories to give them names. No one wants to be nameless! 

V2: may name is Leah. You’ve met me in a story that is written in the gospel of Luke, but I’m not named. 

Jesus remarkable preaching styles – parables that made listeners think about their lives and choices, hopes and 

fears, were based on Jesus’ observation. He noticed what happened around him and would tell people’s stories, so a 

deep theological truth made sense to ordinary folk. I’m still in touch with Obed bar David, better known as the ‘elder 

brother’ to that spoiled son who treated their father like he was already in the grave and spent all his money 

gambling. Then there’s Joanna. Jesus met her one night on a Jerusalem street with an empty lamp walking home to 

her parents – all dressed up and no party. 

Actually, sitting across the temple courts right now is Jacob, a nice person from Samaria who rescued Zech from 

Bandits’ Pass on the Jericho road, and paid the innkeeper until he was healed. Do you know, Zech and his parents, 

when they came for him, wouldn’t even sit at the table with Jacob? He’s more than a nice Samaritan – he’s a good 

one! Can you guess which parable was based on a story in my life? I bet you can’t. I was honoured and happy that 

this amazing teacher and healer used me and my broom to tell about God. 

After that, we didn’t see much of Jesus – not up in Capernaum. We heard he was getting in trouble with the 

authorities and then he was arrested. It sounded like a trumped-up charge, but the Roman court system decides 

things overnight.  

My husband and I did not hear Jesus was crucified until we also heard the rumours that God raised him from the 

dead. Well, when that news got to us, Sam and I packed up and started walking. Neither one of us doubted for a 
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minute that it was true. Jesus was like that. It’s 127 kilometres to Jerusalem. The news came slow and as Sam and I 

are on the older side, we went even slower; but we wanted to be part of Jesus’ new community. 

We arrived the day before Pentecost and slept at an inn on the outskirts. When we came into the city the next 

morning, we heard Peter preaching and were baptised with 3,000 others, some like Sam and me who knew the 

Teacher, but many who had never heard Jesus’ story until that day. 

Since that time, we have been the community. It’s wonderful, and it’s…. difficult. Eating together is wonderful, both 

the holy breaking of bread that remembers Jesus’ last Passover and simple breakfasts shared. There are prayers and 

wonders – the disciples heal and perform amazing deeds. They all preach and more people join us. Did I mention the 

singing? It’s like hearts inside out! 

The difficult part? We decided as Jesus’ followers, to pool our financial resources – everything we have. No one is 

rich or poor. Everyone is sheltered and fed. Sam sold the house in Capernaum to a neighbour so her daughter and 

son-in-law could live nearby. We had a few other things. It was just…. Well… you see, I had these 10 silver coins. And 

they were special. I lost one once, and I lit all the lamps in the house and swept everywhere and when I found it, I 

cooked and baked and invited everyone to a party. Jesus had been preaching nearby, and I invited him.  

So those coins and especially the one that was lost were precious to me. But maybe the reason I found it was so I 

could share it! 

Scripture -  

Thompson fam From scripture today we hear these words from the first letter to Peter:  

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

‘He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; ‘by his 

wounds you have been healed.’ For ‘you were like sheep going astray,’ but now you have returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 

(1 Peter 2:21,24-25) 

Jason And again in the gospel of John: 

Jesus said, ‘I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.’ 

(John 10:9-10) 

CONFESSION - Jason 

ALL: Holy One, we confess that we can be scared to hear your voice, 

out of fear of what we may need to let go of, to follow you. 

We stray, following ways that entice us and distract us from knowing you. 

We substitute the pride of possession for participation in your beloved community. 

We resist gathering at your table because of who else you invite. 

Forgive us we pray. 

Return us to you and your steadfast love. 

Lead us in your right paths all our days. 

Help us trust and abide in you always. 

Amen 

Silence 

 



ABSOLUTION - Jason 

J: God forgives you, 

Forgive others, 

Forgive yourself. 

Silence 

Through Christ, our great shepherd, God has put away your sin: 

Approach your God in peace. 

AMEN 

READING: Acts 2:42-47 NIVUK – Thompson Fam 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 

All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need.  

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved. 

Homily – Jason or Anne 

ZOOM CHATS - Jason 

What is abundant in your life? And for what are you longing? 

As you imagine this picture of the early church, do you think the people worried about taking advantage of such 

generosity (or gullibility as some might call it)? 

What would it be like to live as this early Christian community? Where do you glimpse this happening locally or 

globally? 

POETRY: (from Seasons by Maren C Tirabassi)  

When the community is a shepherd, 

then no one will want. 

Imagine everyone having 

a safe place to lie down, 

water to drink, 

education to restore the soul, 

and a meaningful path 

of work or retirement  - 

for God’s sake, God’s sacred. 

 

 

 



There are many dark valleys 

of illness, loss, depression, 

addiction or fear, 

but when there are companions – 

with a walking stick of guidance 

and a staff of assistance – 

then there is comfort. 

 

Imagine the community’s table set 

with the kind of generosity 

that changes enemy into friend, 

the greatest honour anointing a stranger 

and every empty cup 

of the most vulnerable overflowing. 

 

Surely, then our breaking bread 

and all our prayers 

will mean something, 

and our neighbours’ goodwill follow. 

No one will worry as much about  

personal God’s-house-dwelling, 

as the community’s hospitality to others –  

Day by day by day by day 

and all our lives long. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Thompson Fam  

V1: God, our good Shepherd, in you is fullness of life. 

For when we lack – food, water, safety, rest, purpose, love…. 

ALL: In you is fullness of life. 

V2: Jesus the good Shepherd, when we walk through the deepest valleys of uncertainty, fear, evil, death… 

ALL: In you is fullness of life. 

V3: Divine Shepherd, when we need correction and guidance 

ALL: In you is fullness of life. 

V1: God, our Shepherd when you provide healing, safety, food, drink, companions… 

ALL: In you is fullness of life 



V2: Jesus the good Shepherd, when goodness and steadfast loving-kindness pursue us 

ALL: In you is fullness of life. 

V3: Divine Shepherd, when you receive us in your kingdom… 

ALL: In you is fullness of life. 

V1: God, our Shepherd, in this time of great uncertainty and disruption, fear and opportunity may the whole world 

know your presence, your loving kindness, your healing touch. 

ALL: For in you is fullness of life 

V2: Jesus the good Shepherd, for those affected doubly by natural disaster and civil unrest, grief through the loss of 

loved ones and brokenness of home and relationship, may all peoples know how your heart breaks for us, and 

carries us on strong shoulders. 

ALL: For in you is fullness of life 

V3: Divine Shepherd, for our leaders, of home, church, community, for our governments for our world, may your 

wisdom prevail.  

ALL: For in you is fullness of life 

V1: Our loving Shepherd, we bring to you the things that we are most concerned about in the silence… 

SILENCE 

(count to 30 in thousands, i.e. slowly) 

V2: As Jesus our Shepherd taught us, we pray… 

Close with the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.    Amen. 

Song: ising – Psalm 23 (Stuart Townend) 

SENDING OUT - 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in the peace and in the love of Jesus Christ, who died and has risen again. 

Alleluia! 

We go in the name of Christ. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 


