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Hebrews 12:14-29 (MP readings) also Ex 9:13-35 
Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of 
bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it many become defiled. 
See to it that no one becomes like Esau, an immoral and godless person, who 
sold his birthright for a single meal. You know that later, when he wanted to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, even 
though he sought the blessing with tears. 

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 
(For they could not endure the order that was given, ‘If even an animal touches 
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.’ Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, ‘I tremble with fear.’) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in 
festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape 
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we 
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice 
shook the earth; but now he has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only 
the earth but also the heaven.’ This phrase ‘Yet once more’ indicates the 
removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be 
shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship 
with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)  
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Reflection 

This morning’s reading from the letter to the Hebrews is both a promise and a 
warning. 

It’s a warning in that we are to take care of what we do and to live a godly life 
that draws all to God. We are told to take care that no one fails to obtain the 
grace of God – we are to teach that they may understand and continue living in 
that new life -rebirth- that God has given us through the coming of Jesus Christ. 

We are also told we are to see to it that no root of bitterness grows among our 
communities that causes trouble and therefore defiles us because we have 
failed to see to it that God’s grace is with everyone. What we have received is 
not something to be touched – physically – but it is something we can 
experience within our inner being.  

So as we think about the grace that we have received, let us think of those 
whom we feel we have been wronged by, ask for God’s mercy on us and 
pardon us from our sin. Ask God to help us pursue the peace which passes all 
understanding in the light and love of God through Jesus the Son and dwells 
within us through the Holy Spirit as the body and temple of the living God that 
we may not be shaken. 

Our faith rests in the understanding that God is the God of the living not the 
dead; so God sent Jesus to us that we may resist the desert moments, we are 
born anew in the Spirit of God, we may become light to the world, we have our 
eyes opened to the light of Christ so that we may be raised from the dead 
existence we have before God entered our life. 

Our reading from Exodus 9, just as our Hebrews readings speaks of, tells of the 
many chances God gives to us to repent, but eventually even that will run out. 
As we proclaim in one of our eucharistic acts: Now is the acceptable time, now 
is the day of salvation. (2 Co 6:2b) 

In this changing landscape, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an 
acceptable worship with reverence and awe. Let us turn ourselves fully to the 
God who brings life. Amen. 

 

 


