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Old Testament  Ezekiel 37:1–14 

Psalm  Psalm 130 

New Testament  Romans 8:6–11 

Gospel  John 11:1–451 

When life throws you lemons, squeeze them and make 

lemonade. We sure have had our fill of things that seems to 

sour our lives recently. But as believers in the God who turns 

all things to good will help us to taste the lemonade that is 

being made. 

Though we face a different time to those who have suffered 

through wars, famines, depression and even diseases that 

have shut down schools in this nation years before, God is the 

same yesterday, today and forever. Our lessons are now 

before us to practise grace and humility rather than in panic 

and fear. Now is the time to put forth those years of faithful 

living and show the world what God has done for us, in us and 

through us. 

Even if we cannot physically do what our faith calls us to do, 

we can still call our neighbours, pray for our neighbourhoods 

and particularly for the church. We can encourage others 

through our words and listen carefully to the fears that 

underline many lives. This is living in faith. 

When Ezekiel was spoken to by God about bringing life to dry 

and dusty bones and setting sinew upon them, it was a vision 

of rebuilding the people of God in a time of great upheaval. 

God was pointing out to Ezekiel that things are not always as 

they seem and that new life can be breathed into old and dusty 

lives.  

                                                           
1
 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 
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A renewal is still possible but we have to be prepared to call it 

out for what it is – Satan’s determined entry into the world to 

throw us off from worshiping God. We lose our focus on God 

and need a new lease of life, the breath of God to infuse new 

life. 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans says, “To set the mind on the 

flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

(Romans 8:6–8, NRSV)  

We are encouraged however. “But you are not in the flesh; you 

are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.” 

(Romans 8:9a, NRSV)  

Mary and Martha experienced a rather large lemon in their life 

– the death of their brother, Lazarus. The conversation of 

Martha with Jesus about resurrection is a great example of 

worldly thinking verses God’s plan. Some of the most famous 

words of Jesus are here this morning. ““Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”” (John 

11:25–26, NRSV)  

Jesus turned Mary and Martha’s lemon into lemonade. It is 

time for us to remember our lemon to lemonade moments and 

create fresh lemonade. 
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The lockdown we experience is an opportunity to spend time 

with God in prayer and praise, but to enlighten ourselves to the 

love of God through Jesus Christ, he whom raised the dead 

and was raised from the dead. God is not a God of the dead 

but of the living and so we must focus our lives on the living in 

the spirit of God. 

Like last week, we must lose our blindness so we can see the 

life God brings us. We must ask God to breathe new life into 

our dry and dusty bones. We must seek the spirit that dwells 

within so those whom look to us to see how we act or react to 

this pandemic in our lives don’t see fear but peace and joy. 

Let us take this time to renew our lives in the love of God for us 

and express that in ways that show we care just as we are 

cared for. 

I invite you to take a moment of silence, perhaps you may like 

to go back to Psalm 130 and say that again and reflect on the 

joys and sorrows that have happened in your life, give them to 

God and be glad that God has turned our lemons into 

lemonade. Amen. 

 


