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Luke 5:1-11 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him 
to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into 
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 
let down the nets.’ When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their 
nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 
began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were 
with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus 
said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ 
When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 
him. 
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Reflection 

I wonder how this story may reflect something of your life. In its and your story 
telling, you are crowded in and move back for a little space. For me this helps to 
see a bigger picture and to create a little breathing room, especially when life 
brings in a lot to deal with and people are looking for answers. 

With so many funerals in my life at the present moment, not just work but close 
friends as well as family, it can seem claustrophobic with so many crowding 
around you and the need to step back, or in Jesus case, go further out in the 
boat with just those close to him, is absolutely necessary. 

For me, it is this distance and ability to allow comfort from those who are close 
to help me unwind all that is going on in my head and my heart. While prayer 
helps a lot, sometimes having people close to talk to allows somehow a sense 
of release. You catch a bigger prize. 

Unlike Simon and the others in the boat with Jesus, we don’t necessarily catch 
fish but we catch a sense of something bigger that creates awe within us. That 
something drives us to our knees and realise the holiness of the moment. Our 
reactions are different from one another, both ourselves and those around us in 
these moments. Yet in the midst of that is God through Jesus who has come 
into our lives. It is not something to be taken lightly.  

It is our faith that draws us through the tough moments because we have 
something to grasp on to when we feel out of depth or the ‘catch’ is too big. We 
need those others to help us ‘haul it in’ – understand what is happening. 

So when you feel that maybe days are getting harder for you, take some time to 
step back with friends and allow yourself to speak, even if it doesn’t make 
sense. Tumble out those thoughts so they don’t become bigger and harder to 
deal with. Some people journal – you may like to do that – others walk – you 
could do that as well. But tumbling out thoughts – random or not – creates a 
sense of release in a way that other forms don’t. 

We can ‘catch’ ourselves the answers or feel and sense answers that weren’t 
there before because we have emptied ourselves from the constant tumble 
dryer full of thoughts and feelings that get drier and drier and eventually become 
useless to us. So my prayer for you is that you may find a space that draws you 
away from the hustle and bustle and constant attention grabbing so you may 
find God’s voice in the waters of calm where you may catch God’s voice and be 
overfilled by the presence of God in that moment. Amen. 


