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First Reading  Acts 2:1–21 

Psalm  Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 

New Testament  1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 

Gospel  John 20:19–231 

Over the weeks of the Easter season we have explored the life 

of Jesus risen from the dead. We have encountered the risen 

Christ just as those who met him on the road, in locked rooms 

and in the garden following his death.  

In each instance, Jesus has guided his followers to look toward 

the saving grace of God and to continue to worship God in 

word and deed. We won’t always get it right, but we are to be 

prepared to make up and ensure each member is treated with 

respect and dignity. In Jesus’s family there is no ‘other’ there is 

only us and we. 

Jesus also taught that we will not always have him with us but 

a spirit will come upon us and continue to guide and advocate 

for us. And in order to allow this to happen, Jesus ascends to 

God and the disciples are left waiting for what is next in store 

after he prays for them and leaves the example of what prayer 

should be like. 

The readings from today, and especially the very long Acts 

reading, show us the life that comes from living in the Spirit 

and it demands of us to declare the living God, just as Jesus 

did throughout his ministry. There is no time like the present as 

the disciples show us going our into the marketplace and 

proclaiming to all present the life and death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

                                                           
1
 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 
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Our second reading from 1 Corinthians reminds us that we 

each play a part in the life of the church through the gifts of the 

Spirit. No one of us has a greater or lesser status because 

each gift is given to enhance the life of the church and through 

that to give thanks and worship to God for the life we share. 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.” (1 Co 12.12) 

Jesus, coming to his disciples, has been read twice in the last 

couple of months. This passage reminds us that Jesus brings 

his peace and we should accept that with the grace of God 

behind it. 

Pentecost, while a celebration of the coming Spirit, is not a 

time to think we can slack off and take our foot off the 

accelerator of faith – it is a time to put it down and allow God to 

guide our hand as we drive through our life in the rest of this 

year. 

It is a time to get out and show that God is active in our lives in 

our everyday surroundings and workplaces and in our current 

environment, to show God is alive and well in our lives and can 

be in others who accept the risen Christ. 

Let us go and bless the Lord and as Jesus stands among us 

let his words be heard:  

Peace be with you. Amen. 

Q: What do you sense about the abundance and 

exuberance of God’s Spirit? 


