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Holy Week - Monday 

Matthew 26:67-75  

Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, 

“Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” Now Peter was sitting 

outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were 

with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not 

know what you are talking about.” When he went out to the porch, another 

servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus 

of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a 

little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also 

one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he 

swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. Then 

Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny 

me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Revised-Standard-Version-Anglicised-NRSVA-Bible/
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Reflection 

Yesterday, Palm and Passion readings were read in a dramatized version 

available online. We finished where the voices who roared Hosanna changed to 

‘He deserves death.” 

How fickle we are; we can praise in one breath and then in the next 

demand justice. What drives us to do this? Is it that suddenly the attention 

is no longer on me and I can become one of a faceless crowd? Perhaps it 

may be an injustice did happen – at least in our eyes. It may even be the 

voice of the crowds who sway us like a strong wind. 

Did we stop to ask for God’s advice along the way, or have we become so 

entrenched in the ‘way we do things’ that anything else is not right. I 

wonder how our lives would go if God worked on the same principles as 

humans. Think about it. What might that look like in the world today? 

The anger of those who struck Jesus and calling on him to prophesy are 

the voices of the ignorant. They are the voices of the herd. 

Peter, the one who declared, “I will never desert you,” has now snuck in 

the back door and sits and waits for the dawn so that Jesus may be taken 

to Pilate. Even the Temple hierarchy knew it wasn’t wise to wake Pilate in 

the middle of the night. 

So Peter sits in the outside courtyard of the Temple, moves to the porch 

and when challenged he denies Jesus three times – and the cock crowed, 

Peter’s memory of Jesus’s words came to him and he left weeping bitterly 

at his betrayal. 

How often we betray Jesus in our own ways, denying the one who was 

held captive for our sake. ‘What denials,’ you may say, but in many ways 

we betray our God in the way we act when things get tough. We forget 

God and become swallowed in our own depths of despair and don’t hear 

the voice of God calling us from it. 

Will you today, turn your eyes upon Jesus, ask forgiveness and 

acknowledge your sin? Perhaps you may like to play the link and let the 

words of this beautiful hymn sit with you. [Contemporary version here] 

 

https://www.papakuraanglican.org.nz/sermons
https://youtu.be/ufQT-s9fRKk
https://youtu.be/bBfHUrLGzNY
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