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Luke 7:36-50 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, 
and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then 
she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now when 
the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a 
prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is 
touching him—that she is a sinner.’ Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I 
have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor 
had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they 
could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will 
love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled 
the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ Then turning 
towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her 
tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I 
came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with 
oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, 
which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the 
one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven.’ But those who were at the table with him began to say among 
themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, 
‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’ 
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Reflection 

Forgiveness has taken up quite a lot of our readings in the last couple of weeks. 
Why? Because forgiveness is a very large part of what our faith is about, it is 
important that we get what Jesus says about it. 

Today we hear Jesus using an event in which he was a participant to teach and 
this is another big lesson for us. Every event is a time to teach about God’s 
forgiveness. Especially when it comes from a place of judgement and from an 
act of love. 

The Pharisee is using the dinner to increase his status. The woman performed 
the rituals that should have been offered by the Pharisee, that is to wash the 
feet of his guest and to dry them. Obviously the Pharisee himself isn’t going to 
do this task himself but it should have been performed. We know this because 
Jesus has said so in his testimony against the Pharisee for not performing the 
rituals of receiving guests. 

The woman performed these actions and was vilified for them. I’m certain we 
have all found ourselves in this position before at some point in our lives; a hard 
place to be in. 

Jesus addresses the Pharisee not because of what he said but likely because 
of the look on his face. We are told he ‘said to himself’ those condemning 
words. Simon, the Pharisee was corrected by Jesus through the telling of a 
short tale, an easy one to which the answer wasn’t difficult to come up with. ‘A 
creditor has two debtors one owing more than the other, which one will love (be 
relieved) more when the creditor forgives those debts? The answer was going 
to be the one who was forgiven the greater debt. 

Jesus points out that sin, a debt against God is forgiven by God. And like that 
debtor, we need to remember the relief we receive when we no longer face that 
debt. That debt relief is expressed through our actions going forward. It 
expresses love that God shows us when we ask. 

Does Jesus forgive sin, as those at the table in this instance ask? In my reading 
of this, my answer is ‘no’. What Jesus does do is remind the woman that her 
faith and her actions are what have saved her. Jesus merely reminds those 
around him that God calls us all to be children of God.  

As Jesus proclaimed, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” Amen. 

 


