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Old Testament  Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20 
Psalm  Psalm 19 
New Testament  Philippians 3:4b–14 
Gospel  Matthew 21:33–461 

 
In our society there are many people and things that take our 
attention away from parts of our life that really matter. 
Distractions that pull our attention in different directions. It’s 
simple, isn’t it? Right now some of you are possibly wondering 
about visiting family or what needs to be picked up on the way 
home from the grocery store. Things to be done next week. I 
know on occasion I get distracted, and to be honest, that’s 
perfectly human. 

Humans are fallible creatures of God’s creation. From the 
beginning we got distracted and took our eyes off God. We 
turned to created things or the creation itself rather than to 
God. 

Why is that? Well, my guess is because we can see these, we 
can’t see God. To pour our self into something seen or 
something we can do is much easier than into something we 
cannot see.  

But let me ask you this? Do you see love? Or do you see the 
tooth fairy? Maybe you can see the air you breathe. 

Actually we can see all these things, but not directly. Love is 
seen in the way we interact with others – good or bad – it is 
seen in the way we see into each other’s eyes when we speak. 

 
1 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 
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The tooth fairy we see because we received a reward for the 
tooth that falls out. The wind we see when leaves blow or trees 
sway or even in the devastation it can create when it is 
intense. It might even be seen when it dries our washing. 

So, we can’t see God, but we can feel God’s presence. A 
presence that is an essence of our very being. God breathed 
into us God’s own spirit and there it dwells until our breath 
returns to the creator and we return to the creation. 

Our Psalm set for today, Psalm 19, is a testament to the God 
whom the creation testifies about allowing us to see our loving 
God. And the testament of Paul in his letter to the Philippians 
also testifies to the one God through Jesus bringing us back to 
remembering the God who loves and created us. The Gospel 
tells the story of a people that are distracted by things of the 
world they only see are important but not necessary for life. 

So it is that we, through the Israelite people, are given the 
words of God to help guide us through life. They are divided 
into 10 statements. Naturally, humans have argued over the 
number of them and the division of those; again we miss God’s 
point. It is not the number but what they tell us that we are to 
recall and help us to find our base for living a life that God calls 
us to. 

It is many years since the use of the ten commandments have 
been used in churches as we tend to replace it with the shorter 
form as Jesus taught. A form that Jesus learnt but expected 
more from people in following them. After all, we tend to get 
distracted and ten commandments seems quite a few. 
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How many of you remember ten items on your grocery list 
without having written it down? Some of us might and good for 
you, I wish I could remember like that! 

Ten commandments that guide our life with God and with each 
other. God has given us all we need not all we want. You 
wouldn’t give your child or grandchild etc all the ice cream they 
wanted, would you? I’d be surprised if you did because you 
know the consequences of such an action. 

So it is with Paul, he had it all – or so he thought. The right 
blood lines, the right tribe, the right knowledge and yet he tells 
the Philippian community these gains he has, ‘come to regard 
as loss because of Christ.’ (Phil 3.7) He recognised he had 
eaten too much ice cream and now he had a belly ache if not 
feeling outright sick. He recognised it as, politely put, ‘rubbish’. 
The Greek word is stronger here and it could be translated 
into, refers to bodily refuse. Why? Because nothing except 
Jesus word means anything to him any longer and it is his goal 
to return his spirit to the one who created him. “I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” (Phil 3.14) 

We as humans reject that which often does not agree with us 
and we will argue until we win by blunt force of will or tire 
somebody out. These are bully tactics and as such should be 
watched out for in our lives. Let us listen to one another and 
acknowledge we don’t all think and feel the same – except in 
knowing Jesus Christ the son of God. 
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This reaction is similar to the parable of Jesus this morning. 
We kill off anyone or anything that does not equate to our way 
or our wants. But have we considered what Jesus wants of 
us? Have we considered our actions may cause us to defeat 
God’s purpose for one another?  

Do we, like the Pharisees, take advantage of our knowledge to 
prevent those who seek God through Jesus away from getting 
to know him unless they are ‘like me’ or ‘like us’?  

During my theological college days, we were asked to consider 
questions just like this. Who is ‘other’ to me? That is who will I 
accept or reject because of who ‘they’ are judging by outward 
appearances. 

That brings me back to the beginning - what distracts us from 
being part of God’s people and what do we place more value 
on? God or God’s people, who though they look and act 
differently to me are still God’s people. 

To be sure, when we act, we must act in unity as I have said in 
the last couple of weeks, God calls us to act in unity and 
accord with one another through the Holy Spirit that call us to 
be the people of God. 

To hear the voice of God, because the Spirit speaks to each of 
us, brings to fruition God’s ultimate plans for humanity to be 
united and loving toward the creation to which we have been 
made stewards. 

When we accept Jesus we accept the cornerstone of God that 
the world rejects. Let us pray we do not interfere with God’s 
plans. Amen. 


