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Holy Week - Wednesday 

Matthew 27:11-26  

 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the 

King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not 

hear how many accusations they make against you?’ But he gave him no answer, 

not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 

called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom 

do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him 

over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have 

nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 

because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded 

the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said 

to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, 

‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called 

the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he asked, ‘Why, what 

evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am 

innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a whole 

answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ So he released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Revised-Standard-Version-Anglicised-NRSVA-Bible/
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Reflection 

Today we see Jesus brought before Pilate. Matthew’s version is interesting, it is 

the only Gospel that mentions Pilate’s wife and that Pilate washed his hands. 

What is so interesting about this version of Jesus on trial before Pilate. Let us 

have a short look at this.  

First, aside from the usual questioning we would expect from a judge and that 

Jesus would not answer to defend himself, Pilate honoured a tradition of the Jews 

to release a prisoner. Now what was unusual about this was that Pilate asked or 

attempted three times to release Jesus the Messiah. Pilate as the judge realised 

quickly that this man hadn’t anything to do with the accusations laid against him 

and that he was in fact innocent of those charges. Sure, he was causing trouble 

among the Jews, but nothing that warranted death. 

If you have ever been accused of something, what is the natural first instinct we 

tend to display? It is quite quickly seen among children. Protesting innocence isn’t 

it? Yet Jesus never spoke a word and so it was that Pilate came to the conclusion 

quickly that the accusations were false. 

Second, we hear the voice of Pilate’s wife. Word from her came while he sat in 

the judgement seat. Let’s hear those words again. ‘Have nothing to do with that 

innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about 

him’. It is a wise man who heeds his wife’s voice! Pilate, I believe took into 

consideration this word because I think she never interfered in the politics of the 

Governor. Sure, he may have discussed some things with her, and she had a 

good idea of what was going on, but here was a message from her and she didn’t 

even know who Jesus was. She wasn’t present at all and yet she believed 

something big was to happen. 

To stir up a crowd can be done quite easily with half-truth and a great piece of 

oration. I’m sure you have seen, as have I, in our life-time people who have 

presented facts that only tell a part story but are enough to convince people to 

rebel. Rebellion was not exactly going to be great for Pilate’s career. 

Lastly, Pilate chose to wash his hands clean of this innocent blood and told the 

crowd to see to it themselves. Pilate, as judge, had the perfect opportunity to truly 

see justice done, but for the sake of his political career, he chose to ignore and 

let mob justice be done. While we may condemn Pilate for such an action, it is 

easy to forget that we too, often place ourselves in this position. Think children 

and resolving arguments. I wonder if we are any better than Pilate. 

In Christ Alone – sung by Stuart Townend 

https://youtu.be/ouGuG97l2RY
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